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COMPLETE GUIDE TO LIBERATING FUR FARM PRISONERS 






This represents the most comprehensive collection of North American fur industry ad- 
dresses TO DATE. INCLUDED ARE OVER 100 NEVER BEFORE REVEALED FARMS, AND HUNDREDS OF UPDATED 
ENTRIES. THE INFORMATION HEREIN WAS POOLED FROM OVER A DOZEN SOURCES AND NUMEROUS IN- 
DIVIDUALS, NONE OF WHOM WILL BE REVEALED TO PROTECT THOSE GUILTY OF TRANSGRESSING UNJUST 

LAWS IN SERVICE TO THOSE HIGHER 

Many of these new entries are for those who thought they could continue their crimes 
in secrecy, addresses the industry hoped would never be made public. This is our attempt to 

BRING ACCOUNTABILITY TO THOSE WHO SHED THE BLOOD OF THE INNOCENT EVERY DAY. 

MOST IMPORTANTLY, THIS IS FOR THEIR VICTIMS. 


ENDGAME: 
TOWARDS A NEW DAWN 


I 


OVER 100 NEWLY EXPOSED FARMS 
THE FIRST MASSIVE UPDATE OF FUR FARM 
ADDRESSES IN TEN YEARS 


In 1996, a publication 
titled The Final Nail: 
Destroying the Fur In- 
dustry circulated rapidly 
through the grassroots 
animal liberation move- 
ment. It offered the most 
comprehenisve list of 
mink, fox, and lynx farms 
to date; revealing for the 
first time the physical lo- 
cation of fur farms across 
North America. Prior to 
it’s release, there had been 
five releases of fur farmed 
animals. In the 2 Vi years 
that followed, there were 
nearly 50 fur farm raids 
across the US and Canada. 

The following year, The 
Final Nail #2 was 
released with updated 
information and many 
new farms. 

The Final Nail # 3 

offers the largest update 
to date, with over 100 
new farms, hundreds of 
updated entries, and over 
1 0 years of accumulated 
data on liberating fur farm 
prisoners. 

With all the successes and 
momentum brought by 
original Final Nail, its 
legacy has been blemished 


with the revelation it s 
once anonymous editor 
had become a federal 


liberation. 


UNTIL VICTORY. 

Fur farm liberations and sabotage in the 2000s 


informant. As part of a 
plea deal in which he im- 
plicated several fugitives 
(as of 2008) in serious 
arsons, this person admit- 
ted compiling The Final 
Nail in 1996. There is no 
erasing the value of The 
Final Nail or any actions 
in a person’s past, however 
we see with this individual 


that onetime assetts to our 
movement become liabili- 
ties, and onetime valuable 
foot soldiers become 
worthless turncoats. With 
revelations of this indi- 


vidual turning on others, 
becoming a drug dealer, 
regressing from veganism, 
and the various rumors of 
his degeneracy since 2001; 
he will rightfully live 
forever in disgrace. 


In retaining the title The 
Final Nail, we offer no 
implicit endorsement of 
it’s corrupt orgins. Rather, 
it is a forced reclamation, 
shedding the shadow of 
the past as we move for- 
ward towards total animal 


Since the height of activity in the 1990s, when over 60 raids were carried out in 5 years, the 
2000s and beyond have seen a drop in actions, but it has not been a period without its high- 
lights and victories. 

T he first action of the new millennium took place at a location not unfamiliar to the hands of 
liberators: Brainerd’s Fur Farm in Snohomish, WA. This farm has been raided at least 5 times, 
and less than two months into the new decade saw the release of 60 mink. 

An attempted arson at a feed supplier in Wisconsin reportedly failed to do significant dam- 
age to the building, but the region was revisited later than year for the largest animal release in 
North American history: 14,000 mink released from Drewelow and Sons Fur Farm in New 
Hampton, IA. Iowa was the site of another spectacular release the following year. Activists 
released 2,000 mink from the Scott Nelson Fur Farm in Ellsworth IA, and when all but 400 
of the mink were recaptured, they returned to re-liberate the captives. The farm announced its 
closure, and the A.L.F. had another victory. 

P ennsylvania was the site of the most actions, with 4 actions since 2000. In one action a feed 
barn was torched. In another, Teresa Platt stepped up her PR offensive to new heights of absur- 
dity when she claimed animal liberation activists had killed a dog during their raid of a mink 
farm. 

Th e most publicized raid took place outside Seattle in 2003, when 10,000 mink were released 
from the Roesler Brothers Fur Farm in Sultan, WA. A media frenzy followed, which included 
CNN coverage and a lengthy piece in the LA Times. 

In addition there have been numerous actions on the retail level, such as the fur store in Santa 
Clara, CA; which was closed after a single A.L.F. action. 

An but a few of the farms visited in the 2000s were unlisted in publicly available fur farm lists, 
an encouraging trend showing both that individuals are finding farms through their own means, 
and showing those who make a living off the suffering of others that there is nowhere to hide. 
The fur industry is a weak link in the animal abuse chain. The determined focus of a caring few 
can finish it off forever. 


Ten years dormant, The 
Final Nail is reborn. 


Until victory. 




1995 - 2008 


I. 8/13/95 Annendale, MN; Davidson Fur Farm, 1 coyote liberated. 

2. 11/16/95 Olympia, WA; Jordan Mink Ranch, 400 minks liberated. 

CLOSED. 

3. 11/16/95 Pleasant View,TN; Ma Ellis Fox Farm, 30 foxes liberated. 

CLOSED. 

4. 1/15/96 Sheboygan, WI; Zimbal Minkery, 400 minks liberated. 

5. 4/4/96 Victor, NY; L.W. Bennet Fur Farm, 1700 minks liberated. 

6. 6/96 Snohomish, WA; Brainard Fur Farm, 80 minks liberated. 

7. 6/7/96 Sandy, UT; Fur Breeders Agricultural Co-op, 75 minks liber- 
ated. 

8. 6/21/96 Riverton, UT; Riverton fur farm, 1000 minks liberated. 

9. 7/4/96 Howard Lake, MN; Latzig Mink Ranch, 1000 minks liber- 
ated. 

10. 7/17/96 South Jordan, UT; Holt Mink Ranch, 3000 minks liberated. 

II. 8/9/96 Hinsdale, MA; Carmel Mink Ranch, 1000 minks liberated. 

12. 8/12/96 Alliance, OH; Jorney Mink Ranch, 2500 minks liberated. 

13. 9/28/96 Alliance, OH; Jorney Mink Ranch; 8000 minks liberated. 

14. 10/2/96 Salem, UT; Paul Westwood Fur Farm; 1500 minks liberated. 
15. 10/5/96 Lindboro, NH; Gauthier Fur Farm; 35 foxes and 10 minks 
liberated. 

16. 10/11/96 Hinsdale, MA; Carmel Mink Ranch; 75 minks liberated. 
17. 10/23/96 Lebanon, OR; Arnold Krohl Fur Farm, 2000 minks liber- 
ated. 

18. 10/25/96 Coalville, UT; Reese Fur Farm, 2000 minks and 200 foxes 
liberated. 

19. 10/29/96 Victor, NY; Bennett Fur Farm, 46 foxes liberated. 

20. 12/14/96 Snohomish, WA; Brainard Fur Farm, 50 minks liberated. 
21. 12/25/96 Bath, MI; Jack Brower Fur Farm, 150 minks liberated. 

22. 4/9/97 DeBerry, TX; Kelly Fur Farm, 10 chinchillas liberated 
and rehomed. 

23. 3/11/97 Sandy, UT; Fur Breeders Agricultural Co-op burned down. 

24. 5/11/97 Salisbury, MD; Parsons Mink Ranch, 500 minks liberated. 

25. 5/28/97 Lebanon, OR; Lou Masog Mink Farm, 80 minks liberated. 

26. 5/30/97 Mt. Angel, OR; Arritola Mink Ranch, 10,000 minks liber- 
ated. 

27. 7/4/97 Cle Elum, WA; David Smith Mink Farm, 4,000 minks liber- 
ated. CLOSED. 

28. 7/8/97 Medina, OH; Tom Mohoric Mink Farm, 41 minks liberated. 

CLOSED. 

29. 7/97 Alliance, OH; Jorney Mink Ranch, 500 minks liberated. 

30. 9/1/97 Downers Grove, IL; Ides Mink Farm, 3500 minks liberated. 

CLOSED. 

31. 9/2/97 Anderson, IN; Adams Fox Farm, 200 foxes liberated. 

32. 10/5/97 Crystal Lake, IL; Frye Mink Farm, 5,000 minks liberated. 

CLOSED. 

33. 10/6/97 Preston, ID; Palmer Mink Farm, 5,000 minks liberated. 

34 10/17/97 Watertown SD; Turbak Mink Ranch, 3,000 mink liber- 
ated. CLOSED 

35. 10/19/97 Sioux City, IA; Circle K Farm, 5,000 minks and 100 fox 
liberated. 

36 10/21/97 Webster City, IA; Fassett Fur Farm, 1 mink liberated, 
breeding records destroyed. 

37. 10/24/97 Independence, WI; Smeija Fur Farm, 800 minks liberated. 
38. 10/24/97 Tomohawk, WI; Ott Mink Ranch, 300 minks liberated. 


35. 10/19/97 Sioux City, IA; Circle K Farm, 5,000 minks and 100 fox 
liberated. 

36 10/21/97 Webster City, IA; Fassett Fur Farm, 1 mink liberated, 
breeding records destroyed. 

37. 10/24/97 Independence, WI; Smeija Fur Farm, 800 minks liberated. 
38. 10/24/97 Tomohawk, WI; Ott Mink Ranch, 300 minks liberated. 

39. 10/25/97 Medford, WI; Jack Dittrich Minkery, 3000 minks liberated. 
40. 10/29/97 Hebo, OR; Glen Kellows fur farm, 6 rabbits liberated and 
rehomed. 

41. 11/5/97 Ft. Wayne, IN; Blaine Leffers Fox Farm, 125 foxes liberated. 

CLOSED. 

42. 11/28/97 Hinsdale, MA; Carmel Mink Rarm, 6 minks liberated. 

43. 7/3/98 Middleton, WI; United Vaccines Research Ranch, 310 minks 
liberated. 

44. 7/29/98 Sandy, UT; Fur Breeders Co-op, 6 minks liberated. 

45. 7/30/98 Sandy, UT; Fur Breeders Co-op, 2 minks liberated. 

46. 8/18/98 Kimball, MN; Mueller fur farm, 4,000 minks liberated. 

CLOSED. 

47. 8/20/98 Guttenburg, IA; Hidden Valley fur farm, 330 foxes liberated. 
(The farmer mentions two actions have occurred, only one is known). 

CLOSED. 

48. 8/21/98 Jewell, I A; Isebrand Fur Farm, 3,000 minks liberated. 

49. 8/27/98 Beloit, IW; Brown Mink Farm, 3,000 minks liberated. 

CLOSED. 

50. 8/28/98 Rochester, MN; Zumbro River Fur Farm, 3,000 minks liber- 
ated. 

51. 10/26/98 Powers, MI; Pipkorn Inc, 5,000 minks liberated. 

52. 11/26/98 Volo, IL; Empty fur farm sabotaged. 

53. 12/2/98 Anderson, IN; Adams Fox Farm, 150 foxes liberated. 

54. 2/12/99 Snohomish WA; Brainerds Fur Farm, 150 mink liberated in 
daylight raid 

55. 2/13/99 Annandale, MN; Davidson Fur Farm, 6 foxes liberated. 

56. 2/17/99 Richmond, UT; Nivison Mink Ranch, 9 minks liberated. 

57. 2/23/99 Snohomish, WA; Brainard Fur Farm, 150 minks liberated. 

58. 8/3/99 Bristol, WI; Krieger Fur Farm, 3,000 minks liberated. 

59. 8/7/99 Escanaba, MI; Two fishing boats of a mink farmer set on fire. 

60. 8/8/99 Plymouth, WI; United Feeds burned down. 

61. 8/8/99 Plymouth, WI; Gene Meyer Mink Farm, 2,500 minks liber- 
ated. CLOSED. 

62. 8/14/99 Salisbury, MD; Frank Parsons Mink Ranch, 20 mink liberated. 

63. 9/12/99 Chandler, MN; Calvin Gunnink Fur Farm, 100 foxes liberated. 
64. 10/1/99 Montpelier, IN; Owl Creek Fox Farm, 30 foxes painted with 
henna. 

65. 10/25/99 Chandler, MN; Calvin Gunnink Fur Farm, 5 lynx liberated. 
66. 11/13/99 South Jordan, UT; Beckstead Mink Ranch, hundreds of 
minks liberated. 

67. 1/29/00 Snohomish, WA; Brainard Fur Farm, 60 minks liberated. 

68. 3/13/00 Viraquo, WI; Kikapoo Fur Foods, attempted arson. 

69. 6/14/00 New Hamsphire; Richard Gauthier Fur Farm, 500 minks 
liberated. 

70. 9/7/00 New Hampton, IA; Drewelow and Sons Fur Farm, 14,000 
minks liberated. 

71. 10/1/00 Inidana; 30 foxes painted with henna. 

72. 4/19/01 Snohomish, WA; Brainerds Fur Farm, 200 minks liberated. 
73. 10/16/01 Ellsworth, I A; Scott Nelson Mink Ranch, 2,000 minks 
liberated. 

74. 10/20/01 Ellsworth, IA; Scott Nelson Mink Ranch, 1,600 minks 
liberated. CLOSED 

75. 1/13/02 Hawkeye Mink Co-Op, Jewell, IA; break-in and documents 
taken. 

76. 5/02 Harborcreek, PA; Minkdek Brothers, 200 minks liberated. 

77. 6/02 Erie, PA; Lawrence Dana Fox Farm, all foxes liberated, breeding 
cards taken. 

78. 8/18/02 Waverly I A; Misty Moonlight Mink Ranch, 3,000 minks 
liberated. 

79. 9/02 Harborcreek, PA; Minkdek Brothers, 50 minks liberated. 

80. 9/02 Gerry, NY; Main Mink Ranch, minks liberated and breeding 
cards taken. 

81. 11/26/2002 Harborcreek, PA; Minkdek Brothers, feed shed burned 
down. 

82. 8/25/03 Sultan, WA Roessler Brothers Mink Farm, 10,000 minks 
liberated. 

83. 4/1/05 Bluffs, IL; Dozens of foxes liberated. 

84. 1/29/05 Howard Lake, MN; Latzig Mink Ranch, 200 mink liberated. 
85. 8/14/07 Hinsdale, MA; Berkshire Furs, 500 minks liberated. 

86. 11/6/08 Deming, WA; Marr’s Ranch, 150-200 mink liberated. 

87. 4/21/08 Jefferson, OR; Jefferson Fur Farm, 40 mink liberated. 

88. 8/19/08 South Jordan, UT; McMullin Mink Farm, 600 mink liberated. 


^Top 10 mink producing states 

as of 2006, with number of farms: 

1 . 

Wisconsin (68) 

2. 

Utah (66) 

3. 

Oregon (18) 

4. 

Minnesota (23) 

5. 

Idaho (27) 

6. 

Iowa (14) 

7. 

Washington (9) 

8. 

South Dakota (3) 

9. 

Ohio (7) 

10. 

Illinois (7) 

16 mink farms in the U.S. also 

raise 

fox. There are no available 

USDA statistics for fox farms. 

L 

A 


^ The following are other states 
home to “farmers who are mem- 
bers of Fur Commission USA”: 

1. Colorado 

2. Connecticut 

3. Indiana 

4. Maine 

5. Maryland 

6. Massachesetts 

7. Michigan 

8. Missouri 

9. New Hampshire 

10. New Jersey 

11. New York 

12. North Carolina 

13. North Dakota 

14. Oklahoma 

15. Vermont 

16. Virginia 

17. West Virginia 



INDUSTRY TRENDS 

The trend in the fur industry is towards consilida- 
tion. The year of the first mink release, 1995, there 
were 478 mink farms in the United States. At last 
count in 2006, there were 271. Yet the number of ani- 
mals killed has increased. Smaller farms are declining 
while larger farms grow. The average mink farm in 
1995 imprisoned 5,864 mink, while the average mink 
farm today has almost doubled to 10,547. 

We are still a long way from dreams of empyting 
the average mink farm being out of reach to a small 
group of determined liberators. The largest North 
American animal release to date was 14,000 mink 
from the Drewelow and Sons Fur Farm in Iowa, 
and as many as 30,000 mink have been released from 


Ifarms overseas 



GOING FOR THE THROAT 

u — Highlights From The Frontlines - Z x 


Drewelow and Sons Farm Raid 

New Hampton, IA 
9-7-00 

14.000 mink released 

Largest animal release in North America to 
date. Days after the raid, the farmer reported 

7.000 mink were still free. 

Simultaneous Actions in Wisconsin 

United Feeds fire 
*and* 

Release of 3,000 mink 
Plymouth, WI 
8-8-99 

As fire destroyed the cooperatively owned 
United Feeds mink feed operation, 3,000 mink 
were released from the nearby Gene Meyer Fur 
Farm. The simultaneous action saw the total 
destruction of the feed operation, jointly owned 
by over 20 fur farmers in a region with one of 
the highest concentration of fur farms in the 
country. Additionally, Gene Meyer announced 
in the wake of the action he could not survive 
the loss of profits and would be closing. 



Scott Nelson Fur Farm Double Raid 

Ellsworth IA 
10-16-01 
10 - 20-01 

Release of 2,000 mink 
Subsequent release of 1,600 mink 

The A.L.F. took credit for the overnight release 
of every animal at the Scott Nelson Fur Farm 
in Ellsworth, IA. In the media the following 
day, he announced most of the animals had 
been recaptured. The A.L.F. returned 4 days 
later and re-liberated every animal. The fol- 
lowing day, Scott Nelson announced the farms 
closure. 


Operation Bite Back 

Nationwide 
6-91 to 10-92 

*Oregon State University Experimental Fur 
Farm 

^Northwest Fur Farm Foods Cooperative 
* Washington State University 
*USDA Wildlife Biology Furbearer Research 
Facility 

*Malecky Mink Ranch 

^Michigan State University Experimental Fur 
Farm 

*USDA Predator Research Station 

Operation Bite Back was a campaign to destroy 
the fur industry, brought to four states over 
16 months. Using arson, liberations, and theft 
and destruction of documents; 7 key points in 
the fur industry were targeted in an attempt to 
completely eradicate the fur industry’s research 
apparatus. Rodney Coronado was indicted for 
his role in this campaign and sentenced to 57 
months in federal prison. 





ANIMAT, IMRAUON 


Al 


lll actions against animal abuse 

INDUSTRIES ARE MOTIVATED BY ONE 
GOAL: TO SAVE LIVES. WHETHER IN 
THE SHORT TERM - SUCH AS A MINK 
RELEASE - OR LONG TERM - SUCH AS 
THE ELIMINATION OF A FEED SUPPLIER 
WHICH WILL WEAKEN THE INDUS- 
TRY AND BRING IT TO ITS EVENTUAL 
COLLAPSE. BECAUSE MANY FARMS 
CLOSE AFTER AN ANIMAL RELEASE, THE 
QUICKEST WAY TO SAVE LIVES IN BOTH 
THE SHORT TERM AND THE LONG IS 
THE LIBERATION OF A FUR FARM’S CAP- 
TIVES. 

The following animals are raised 

ON FUR FARMS IN NORTH AMERICA, 
ARE NATIVE TO NORTH AMERICA, AND 
CAN BE EXPECTED TO BOTH SURVIVE 
AND THRIVE IN THE WILD: 

Mink 

The most commonly farmed fur- 
bearing SPECIES. AS OF 2006, THERE 
WERE 271 MINK FARMS IN THE U.S. 
Mink are most often housed in 

LONG SHEDS. THE SHEDS ARE GEN- 
ERALLY ONLY PARTIALLY WALLED ON 
THE SIDES, AND THEIR CONTENTS 
ARE USUALLY VISIBLE THROUGH THE 
REMAINING TWO OR THREE FEET THAT 
CAN BE COMPRISED OF CHICKEN WIRE 
OR OTHER MESH WIRE. OCCASIONALLY 
MINK ARE FOUND IN OUTDOOR ROW 
PENS OR OTHER NON-SHED STRUC- 
TURES. 

LYNX 

Classified as a threatened species 

IN THE U.S., IT HAS BEEN SPECULATED 
THERE MAY BE MORE LYNX HELD CAP- 
TIVE THAN EXIST IN THE WILD (MAINE 
EXCLUDED). TO DATE THE ONLY LYNX 
LIBERATION ON RECORD OCCURRED 

in Minnesota in 1999, where 5 lynx 

WERE RELEASED FROM THE GUNNICK 

Fur farm. 


FOX 

AS WITH LYNX, THERE ARE NO USDA 
STATISTICS FOR FOX FARMS IN THE 
U.S. IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT, 
UNLIKE MINK, FOX ARE EXTREMELY 
TIMID AND MAY NOT QUICKLY LEAVE 
THEIR CAGES WHEN RELEASED. WHEN 
POSSIBLE, FOX SHOULD BE MANU- 
ALLY REMOVED FROM THE PROPERTY. 
WHEN THIS IS NOT AN OPTION, ALL 
EFFORT SHOULD BE TAKEN TO ALLOW 
THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF ESCAPE 
OPTIONS, AND ALLOW THE GREATEST 
AMOUNT OF TIME TO PASS BEFORE THE 
FARMER DISCOVERS THE RELEASE. FOR 
THIS REASON, IT IS SUGGESTED FOX 
RELEASES HAPPEN AS EARLY IN THE 
NIGHT AS POSSIBLE. FOXARE OFTEN 
HELD IN LARGE CAGES OR RUNS THAT 
MAY HAVE TO BE CUT OPEN INDIVIDU- 
ALLY. 

Misc. Species 

Other species are known to be 

HELD AT FUR FARMS, INCLUDING 
RACCOONS, COYOTES, AND WILDCATS 
AND THERE ARE REPORTS OF’FUR 
FARMS HOLDING DEER AND SKUNKS, 
AMONG OTHER SPECIES. ONE FARM IN 
WASHINGTON STATE IS REPORTED AS 
RAISING 12 SPECIES OF FUR BEARING 
ANIMALS. 


M05T 

WANTED 


National Fur Foods 

Essential fur industry feed supplier. Specially 
blended feed is crucial to maintaining pelt quality and 
keeping the U.S. fur industry competitive in the global 
market. The company runs a feed production mill in 
New Fiolstein, and a research farm in Oshkosh. 

Fraser Farms 

Rumored to be the largest cat farm in the 
country. There may be more Lynx held captive on 
this farm than live wild in the entire state of Montana. 

American Legend Auction House 
(formerly Seattle Fur Exchange) 

Over 70% of all animal skins farmed in the 
U.S. pass through one warehouse south of Seattle. 
Twice a year - in February and May - fur dealers and 
brokers from around the world converge to bid on 
the 3 million pelts sold there each year. The industry’s 
most crucial bottleneck point. 

University research farms 

At least five state universities (WSU, MSU, 
Idaho State, Utah State, and University of Wisconsin) 
are known to conduct research to benefit the fur in- 
dustry. Some of this research is being revealed here for 
the first time. Currently the U.S. fur industry is only 
competitive on the global market through superior 
pelt quality made possible by the industry’s research 
apparatus’ of which the universities are the largest 


A NOTE ON BREEDING SCHEDULES 


Mm 


FOX 


LYNX 


ATTENTION MUST BE GIVEN TO BREEDING CYCLES IN THE LIBERA- 
TION OF FUR FARM PRISONERS. MINK AND FOX ARE KILLED IN 

November or December, and are not weaned until May or 
June. It is important to be mindful that animals are not 

FIT TO BE RELEASED UNTIL THEY HAVE BEEN WEANED. THE MINK 
MUST BE AT A POINT WHERE THEY CAN BE SELF-SUFFICIENT IN THE 

WILD. The window of time advisable for fur farm libera- 
tions is June to October Earlier and the animals may not 

BE IN A POSITION TO FEND FOR THEMSELVES, LATER AND IT MAY BE 
TOO LATE TO SAVE THEM. 


Breeding 

Feb./ 

March 

Feb- 

April 

March 

Gestation 

40-75 

52-53 


fin days) 




Birth 

April 

April/ 

May/ 



May 

June 

Weaned 

May 

June 

April 

KiBed 

NovJDec. 

varying 



MEDIA WORK 

jMedia coordination adds impact to an action. 
Releasing 5,000 mink brings immediate relief to 
those animals, while national media attention 
brings the animal liberation message to millions, 
and deterred animal skin or flesh consumption 
has the potential to save thousands or millions 
more. The following can be incorporated into 
an action to ensure maximum impact: 

Photos: Documenting the conditions on a fur 
farm with photographs, and documenting the 
raid itself, can inspire activists when the docu- 
mentation is mailed to supportive above-ground 
groups and disseminated. Photos and video 
released to the media after A.L.F. raids have also 
exposed the public to many atrocities inside the 
abuser’s torture chambers. 

Video: When clandestine raiders released 
2,000 mink from the Scott Nelson Mink Farm 
in Ellsworth IA, they took video of the raid, 
released it to the media, and gave millions of 
people their first glimpse inside a fur farm. 
Video is only reasonable at farms so small that 
one person working a camera will not directly 
translate to fewer cages that will be opened 
- those farms guaranteed to be emptied even 
with one fewer hand. 

Communiques: Issuing a communique detail- 
ing the action and the intentions behind it serve 
several functions. One, it gives those behind 
anonymous actions a voice. The media can and 
does pick up on content from communiques 
and incorporates them into their coverage, mak- 


ing your motivations clear, and countering the 
fur industry’s inaccurate assertions of motives 
being anything other than compassion. Two, 
they serve as inspiration for others. Three, work- 
ing information into communiques can be effec- 
tive to disseminate valuable info to the activist 
community - info such as farm addresses and 
farm closures. Anyone with new information for 
updates to this list is encouraged to distribute 
the info widely (preferably incorporated into a 
communique claiming an action). 




T eresa Platt is 
the public face of 
the fur industry. 

As Executive 
Director of the 
Fur Commis- 
sion USA - a trade group of fur 
farmers - she is the most visible 
full time spokesperson for the 
fur industry. Her tasks include 
media liason work in the wake of 
A.L.F. actions, appearing before 
congress to give fear-instilling 
testimony and encouraging 
tougher laws against animal 
liberators, and acting in numer- 
ous capacities in defense of the 
indefensible. 

Outside her on-camera and 
in-print temper tantrums, she 
is known for the amateurish 
doublespeak which mark her 
poor PR skills. Even corporate 
media has yet to regurgitate the 
terminology she finds so clever, 
including “conflict gyspsies” (out 
of state protesters) and “aban- 
doned animals” (released mink 
and fox). 






With a face like the joker and a 
smile of pure evil, Teresa Platt 
hides behind the fence of the gated community 
where she lives on Coronado Island, CA; func- 
tioning as spokesperson for an industry that claims 
over two million victims annually. 




r Equipment 

Disposable dark clothing 
Facial covering 

Wire cutters (be prepared w/large & small pair) 
Gloves 

Maglight w/ red screen and hands-free head strap, or 
headlamp w/ red screen 

Optional: 

Digital Camera 
Video Camera 

Radios (strongly recommended) 


Use this directory, phone directories, 
trade publications, online satellite images, 
business databases, or more guerilla tech- 
niques to locate farms in the target area. 

Dismantle the Fence 

There is much variety among fences, and 
there are even those farms that have no 
fence at all. Every fence will be different, 
and often what at first appears to be an 
impenetrable fence will have flaws which 
become apparent upon scrutiny. Very 
heavy fences are often kept in place only 
through attachment to fence posts. An 
entire fence can often be felled through 
a small number of calculated cuts at 
those points where the fence connects 
to the posts. If the entire fence can- 
not be brought down, many large holes 
should be cut giving the animals as many 
escape routes as possible. The gate to the 
compound should also be opened. Every 
bit of fence cut away will likely directly 
translate into more lives saved. Effectively 
dismantling the fence should be among 
the highest priorities. 

Move to the Sheds 

Most but not all sheds will be visible 
from the road. They are low lying and in 
rows. Sheds are generally open on sides 
for the bottom two or three feet below 
the cages, making it easy to determine 
the animals inside. Some sheds may 
have crude doors, but generally expect a 
doorway and no door. Make a quick scan 
of the inside space around the door for 
possible alarms once inside. 

Open the Cages 

There are a large variety of cages and 
latches, and this will often vary even 


within the same farm. In addition to 
simple latches, many cages will only 
be opened, or opened most effectively, 
through the removal of nesting boxes. 
These are large boxes hooked to the front 
of the cages that can generally be lifted 
and set to the ground, allowing the ani- 
mals to escape. Cages individually wired 
shut might be found, particularly for the 
breeders. Most often these are kept shut 
with a small o-ring that can be removed 
with one cut. 

Fox cages can be found inside sheds or in 
outdoor rows, and vary greatly in latching 
mechanism and structure. 


OTHER OPTIONS 

Releasing within the compound 

In the rare cases where a fence proves 
impenetrable, or weather conditions do 
not permit a release into the wild, the 
breeders and non-breeders can be released 
from their cages within the compound. 
The breeders and non-breeders will mix 
and the farmer will be unable to tell 
which is which. The farmer will be forced 
to pelt out his entire stock and start from 
scratch. This can be enough to force a 
farm out of business forever. 

Dropping over the fence 

An inefficient, but in some cases neces- 
sary, method of fur farm animal liberation 
is the physical transport of animals away 
from the farm, or manual placement of 
animals outside the fence. This can be 
useful in cases where dismantling the 
fence proves problematic, or the cages are 
too close to a house to risk the noise that 
follows a large mink release. There are no 
known cases of this tactic being employed 
in the U.S., yet a likely method would 
be to place animals individually in sacks 
and deliver them off site. Mink are very 
aggressive and heavy gloves are necessary 
when handling this species. 

Dyes 

Destroying the value of an animals pelt 
can be accomplished with henna-based 


Beyond opening cages, there are other potential sabotage 
targets at fur farms: 

Feed machines: Carts that are driven up the rows 
to feed animals. For information on sabotaging gas 
powered vehicles, read Ecodefense. 

Vehicles: The farmer’s personal or work vehicle can be 
sabotaged. See the book Ecodefense . 

Processing sheds: Where the animals are cleaned and 
processed. 

Offices: A vital organ of any business, and the po- 
tential source of valuable information on the local (or 
^national) fur industry, ^ 


dyes in squeeze bottles, and has been used 
at several farms. The non- toxic dyes can 
be sprayed on the animals’ backs, ruining 
the animal’s value. All types of fur animals 
(fox, mink, rabbit, chinchilla, lynx, etc.) 
can be dyed, as long as they do not have 
dark fur. This has put farms out of busi- 
ness. However, the animals will still be 
killed. This is an appropriate tactic when 
the cages are too close to the house to 
release animals. 

Breeding Records 

If animals cannot be released, a tremen- 
dous economic blow can be made to a 
farm through the destruction of breed- 
ing records. Generally these are index cards 
or above cages in the breeder shed(s). 
Maintaining a high quality pelt through 
a calculated breeding program is es- 
sential to the operation of a fur farm. 
Time permitting, once the perimeter has 
been breached, this should be the first 
stop in any fur farm action. Cards can be 
destroyed on site, or taken off site and 
discarded. 


Books: 

Free The Animals - Newkirk 
(History of the U.S. Animal 
Liberation Front) 

From Dusk Till Dawn - Mann 
How to Get Anything on 
Anybody - Book III : Guide to 
researching individuals and their 
whereabouts. 

Publications: 

Memories of Freedom - Western 
Wildlife Unit of the A.L.F. 
(Account of Operation Bite 
Back, a direct action campaign 
to cripple the fur industry in the 
1990s) 

Interviews With Animal Libera- 

tion Front Activists 



FUR FARM LIBERATIONS: FACT & MYTH 

Myth: Liberated mink will cause irreparable harm to the ecosystem. 
Fact: This argument is usually preceded by the claim that the mink will 
starve to death because they haven’t been taught to kill. If they don’t 
know how to hunt, then they cannot kill wildlife. The truth is that mink 
kill out of instinct, much as does the domestic cat. No training or reha- 
bilitation is necessary. 

So do liberated mink kill wildlife? Of course they hunt wildlife. They 
are predators, and they help maintain the balance of nature by killing 
and eating prey animals. Yet they do not pose a threat to any particular 
species as a whole. Mink are not specialized predators. Certain preda- 
tors, like lynx, will have a principal prey that they rely on. Lynx will 
usually only eat snowshoe hare, otter normally eat fish, etc. On the 
other hand, the mink will eat anything. Examination of mink scat shows 
they will eat mammals, fish, birds, reptiles and amphibians. They do 
not specialize, but rather eat whatever is most readily available. If liber- 
ated mink ate too many field mice, then it would be easier for them to 
then hunt nesting birds, fish, or even snakes. When the population of 
one food source grows low, mink will instinctively hunt what is more 
abundant, and therefore easier to find. 

Furthermore, the mink is a solitary animal. The only time one will see 
mink together is when they are mating, or in the weeks immediately 
following their birth, when the mother is still caring for her kits. When 
released, mink go in search of their own habitat and will not tolerate 
the presence of other mink. Mink normally have a range of just under 3 
square kilometers. Being so spaced apart, it is unrealistic to assume that 
the mink could have enough of an impact on any particular species to 
make a noticeable difference. 

This doesn’t have to be a hypothetical argument based on interpreta- 
tions of scientific literature. Mink have been released in large numbers, 
so where is the damage? The fact is, there isn’t any. We know they 
have survived. But yet we aren’t seeing this ecological damage the fur 
trade has predicted. In fact, the A.L.F. has done the earth a favor by 
raiding these farms. In addition to stopping the mass accumulation of 
animal wastes by shutting these places down, they have re-introduced 
mink to areas where they had been nearly wiped out. For example, the 
A.L.F. freed 400 mink from a fur farm in Sheboygan, WI. At roughly 
the same time there was concern about the lack of mink along the 
Sheboygan River. The A.L.F. was the only relief that river has gotten, 
in regards to that particular problem. It is estimated that as few as 150 
lynx may still exist in Montana, yet the state still allows a trapping sea- 
son. Montana is the home of several lynx fur farms, and there is likely 
more lynx in captivity than in the wild. The lynx is only a few short 
generations out of the wild and even the Forest Service has considered 
using ranch lynx for reintroduction. Imagine what direct action groups 
could do without all of the red tape and bureaucracy. 

Until the last cage is empty 


r A Brief History Of Fur War P.O.W.’s: 

Chatham Three 
Action: ALF liberation of 1,542 mink from the Eberts Fur Farm 
in Blenheim , Ontario . 

Arrested: Pat Dodson, 48; Hilma Ruby, 59; Gary Yourofsky, 26; 
Robyn Weiner, 25; Alan Hoffman, 47. All residents of Michi- 
gan. 

Charges: Each charged with Breaking and Entering and 
Criminal Mischief. Dodson also was charged with Possession 
of Break-in Tools; Weiner and Hoffman were charged with 
Possession of Stolen Property Over $5,000. All were freed on 
$10,000 cash bail. 

Outcome: Allan Hoffman and Robyn Weiner inform against the 
others, also implicating one person in release of 1,500 mink at 
the farm the week previous. Sentence: 6 months in jail. 

Mass Four 

Action: Release of 25 mink from Carmel Mink Ranch, Hinds- 
dale MA on 11-28-96. Can of gasoline found near scene. Third 
mink release at the farm in three months. 

Arrested: Alex Smolak, Warren Upson, Jamie Roth, Grant 
Upson 

Charges: Breaking and entering in the night time with intent to 
commit a felony, trespass, larceny of property over $250 and 
malicious destruction of property over $250. 

Outcome: $3,100 fine, three days jail, one year probation. 

Seatde Five 

Action: Daylight raid of 150 mink from Brainerd’s Fur Farm, 
Snohomish WA; 2-12-99. 

Arrested: Lindsey Parme, Kyle Salisbury, Geoff Kerns, Kim 
Berardi and Nicole Dawn Briggs. 

Charges: Second-degree burglary and first-degree theft. 
Outcome: Charges against all defendants were dropped when the 
prosecution was unwilling to reveal their informant in the case. 

Utah Arrestees 

Action: Release of 3,000 mink at Holt’s mink ranch, South 
Jordan UT 

Arrested: Clinton Colby Ellerman, Sean Gautschy, Brandon 
Mitchener, Trev Poulson, Alex Slack. Colby turned informant. 
Outcome: Two years in prison. 

Ohio Three 

Action: Release of 100 mink from Jorney Mink Ranch, Alliance 
OH; 7-97 

Arrested: Jesse V. Parsh, 19, Stephanie A. MacDougall, 18, and 
unknown third person. 

Charges: Two counts of Vandalism, two counts of Breaking and 
Entering and one count of Possession of Criminal Tools. All 
felonies. 

Outcome: Each plead guilty to five felonies. 

Peter Young and Justin Samuel 
Actions: Release of 3,000 mink from Turbak Mink Ranch, 
Watertown, SD; 10-17-97; release of 5,000 minks and 100 fox 
from Circle K Farm, Sioux City, IA; 10-19-97; release of one 
mink and destruction of breeding records from Fassett Fur Farm, 
Webster City, IA; 10-21-97; release of 800 mink from Smeija 
Fur Farm, Independence, WI; 10-24-97; release of 300 mink 
from Ott’s Mink Ranch, Tomohawk, WI; 10-24-97; release of 
2,500 mink from Dittrich Minkery, Medford, WI; 10-25-97. 
Charges: Four counts of Disruption of Interstate Commerce 
Through Threats of Violence or Extortion, two counts of Animal 
Enterprise Terrorism. 

Outcome: Justin Samuel turned states evidence and testified 
against Young. Both sentenced to two years. 



BEGINNINGS OF MINK CAPTIVITY 

Unlike their European and Scandinavian counterparts, 
mink farmers in the United States and Canada began 
the attempted domestication and economic exploita- 
tion of mink often from live captured wild mink 
populations. In the 1920’s this new element to the fur 
trade began. 

In 1925 Kent Vernon’s family in Northern Utah 
(now president of the Utah fur-breeders Co-Op) 
live-trapped chicken-killing mink from the wild and 
began breeding them in captivity. In 1927 the U.S. 
Government opened its Experimental Furbearer 
Research Station in Corvallis, Oregon (shutdown by 
an A.L.F. raid in 1991) and began experimentation in 
different techniques to breed wild mink in captiv- 
ity. With overexploited mink populations unable to 
satisfy the demands of an increasing demand for fur, 
trappers across North America began to captive-raise 
wild mink, and in the 1930’s discovered fur mutations 
that altered 
the minks fur 
color. Now just 
70 short years 
later, mink 
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still battling the still dominant wild DNA of captive 
mink that causes these normally free-roaming solitary 
animals to contract diseases from close confinement, 
self-mutilate and even cannibalize their own kind. All 
for the price of a fur coat. 

MINK INDUSTRY RESEARCH 

Beginning in 1990, 1 researched mink farms by visit- 
ing over 25 in Oregon, Washington, Utah, Idaho, 
Montana, and Michigan. What began as a quest to 
document conditions and killing techniques on fur 
farms quickly turned into the study of the first ever 
attempted domestication of a North American preda- 
tor. What I learned both by my research and by the 
rescue rehabilitation, and release of sixty mink from 
a Montana farm leads me to conclude that all captive 
mink should be released, in one way or another, from 
their prisons we call fur farms. 

Highly intelligent, fierce and very adaptive, mink are 
anything but successfully domesticated. Arguments 
by the fur industry that mink are domesticated are 
ludicrous. Like all wild animals held in captivity, some 
mink when released from their cages will fare better 
than others. Many factors will contribute to successful 
mink reintroduction as does the impact they will have 
on their surrounding eco-system. These are issues that 
I will address in this article. 

INFILTRATION 

In 1990-91 , 1 spoke with many mink farmers and 
researchers who, believing I was a mink farmer, 
instructed me in ways to avoid my mink from losing 
their recessive genetic structures that gave them the 
fur quality and color variation that separated them 
from their wild relations. Captive mink are geneti- 


cally 95% similar to their wild counterparts. The 
only difference besides behavior being fur color and 
quality which is solely maintained by a scientifically 
controlled diet, which is key to maintaining their 
genetic differences from wild mink. Black and dark 
mink being the closest genetically to wild mink. 

Jim Leischow, a second generation mink farmer 
from Kenosha, Wisconsin described to me in a 
discussion at the 1991 Seattle Fur Exchange auctions 
how without a scientifically controlled diet, mink 
on any fur farm would lose their recessive genes, 
and over-powered by their dominant wild genetic 
structure, return to their wild roots in just a few 
generations. Leischow also detailed how a mink 
escapee that breeds with a wild mink would produce 
offspring that in one more generation would have 
lost all traces of any altered genetic structure. 


and captive mink is predatory instincts and natural 
behavior which dictates how they hunt, find shelter, 
build nests and forage. Fear of other animals is mini- 
mal as mink are renowned for their fearlessness. 

MINK REHABILITATION PROJECT 

These separations were the basis of personal research 
into the potential for rehabilitation and release of 
the 60 mink I had purchased in Montana in 1990. 

The Coalition Against Fur Farms (CAFF) began as a 
rehabilitation project, the objective being to deter- 
mine the feasibility to reintroduce native mink from 
fur farms back into their natural habitat. In January 
of 1991 the trials began as CAFF volunteers placed 
mink in cages four times as large as their previous 
enclosures and introduced natural objects such as 
logs, rocks, plants, and gallon baths. 

Fur farmers had assured me that escaped captive 
mink had at least a 50% chance of survival, and 

CAFF hoped to increase 
that figure as much as 
possible. The introduc- 
tion of a 1 2”x6” bathtubs 
allowed the mink their first 
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IMPRISONED MINK STILL WILD | 

The difference between mink and other 
animals raised in intensive confinement is totally in- 
comparable. Not only are all other domesticated live- 
stock ungulated and herbivorous but they have also 
been domesticated for well over a thousand years. The 
closest comparison, which is hardly applicable, but for 
the sake of argument will be used, is the domestica- 
tion of the common house cat. Originating in ancient 
Egypt, the cat has had over two thousand years of 
domestication, yet still this feline predator is proven 
capable of surviving in the wild as feral populations in 
the U.S. and Britain will attest to. 

Once again, survivability is not the issue but impact 
on their native species. Captive mink are so far away 
from successful domestication that they are rarely 
caged together unless with their own off-spring, and 
then only until they reach sexual maturity. Self-mu- 
tilation and cannibalism, which is not uncommon on 
mink farms, is yet further proof of a wild animals’ 
behavior as it attempts to deal with the neurosis 
caused by intensive confinement. Anyone who has 
ever been on a mink farm has heard the incessant 
scratching mink will make as they attempt to escape 
or attack their captive neighbors, separated only 
by a plastic or metal divider. This also is common 
behavior of a wild predator unfamiliar with close 
proximity to others of its own species. The psycho- 
logical as well as physical torture associated with the 
confinement of mink naturally accustomed to solitary 
wandering is beyond our comprehension. 

Genetically speaking mink are predominately still 
wild. Separated from their wild ancestors only by a 
controlled diet. Physiologically they are identical. 
What remains as the greatest division between wild 
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“ opportunity to acquaint 
themselves with water 
besides that which came 


from a small water nozzle or dish. Their response 
was to fully submerge themselves and spin in a cycle 
that quickly splashed all water out of their baths. This 
would be followed by grooming sessions in which 
the mink dried themselves and maintained utmost 
cleanliness, yet another sign of a healthy wild animal. 
Once the mink had built up muscular strength after 
their time in a fur farms cramped conditions, we 
began to nurture hunting instincts. Though morally 
opposed to the killing of animals, CAFF felt that the 
survival of our captive mink could not be guaranteed 
without a minimal amount of live-animal feeding. We 
knew that our project would later be used by others 
to determine the potential for successful reintroduc- 
tion of fur farm prisoners, and so chose to do every- 
thing possible to ensure not only their survival but 
also their survival without human dependency. This 
also meant live-feeding which would teach them 
how to hunt rather than scrounge near or where hu- 
mans were. This would ensure greater independence 
and less likelihood of human/ mink interactions. 

The mink in our project dug into their instinctual 
memory to remind themselves how to first seize the 
prey with one bite, then without releasing it, crush 
down until the skull or neck was broken. Then the 
mink would scour the logs and rocks for others that 
may have gone unnoticed. Once assured of no other 
present prey, the mink would return to the kill and 
eat everything or place the remainder in its nest 
just like wild mink. Once the mink had learned to 
kill and had tasted live food, they refused to eat the 
scientific diet we had been supplied by National Fur 
Feeds. 



THE RELEASE 

Finally, we released the mink to natural waterways 
across the Northwest’s many forest lands. Always far 
from human habitations. And never within a 5 -mile 
radius of another captive released mink of the opposite 
sex. We wanted to ensure the breeding only with wild 
mink. We also waited until the natural breeding season 
had passed so as not to burden the mink with the up- 
bringing of offspring in their first season of freedom. 
Our mink releases were filled with encouraging signs 
that the mink would survive. On one release a mink 
quickly found an abandoned animal burrow, and as 
we left we could see its head peeking out watching 
our departure. Another release had a young female 
mink burrowing under a log, gathering twigs and grass 
building a nest. Still another mink found a mouse hole, 
and burying its nose in it began to dig frantically. On 
many releases near streams the mink were quick to 
explore the shore of the water, eventually plunging 
in and swimming completely submerged playing with 
pebbles and rocks with their forepaws. Returning 
to one release site weeks later I quickly found mink 
droppings and tracks near the creek and the dropping 
contained hair from a preyed upon animal. Most of the 
behavior exhibited by our mink was not learned, but 
simply returned to them as they found themselves in 
their natural element. 

ECOLOGICAL IMPACT 

This leads us to the issue of ecological impact caused 
by mass mink liberations on their new environment. 
There will be noticeable impact on local prey popula- 
tions, and for this reason, liberators should research 
target areas to guarantee that the sensitive habitat of 
a vulnerable endangered species is not nearby. Mink 
will attack almost anything, I’ve seen mink chasing 
large dogs and heard a story of one seen flying through 
the air attached to the leg of a large heron, the mink 
unwilling to release its targeted prey. 

Mink will kill beyond their need, and for this reason 
caution should be taken when releasing mink near 
large concentrations of small animals. Mink are fero- 
cious. Long persecuted at the hands of man, native 
predators are continually routinely killed by ranchers 
and other gun- toting humans. Much like the coyote has 
filled the ecological niche the wolf has left behind and 
by doing so extended its own historical range, so also 
do mink have the potential to fit nicely into the niche 
otters and other predators have left as their numbers 
are continually reduced by humans. Native mink 
populations are still drastically reduced, and given 
large-scale mink liberations, individual mink are sure 
to redistribute themselves to their former habitat with 
a little help from their two-legged friends. 

There should not be hesitation to reintroduce captive 
mink into their native habitat. The ideal environ- 
ment being underdeveloped areas with a nearby 
water source and infrequently used roads. As A.L.F. 
liberators open the cages, they not only liberate an 
individual animal but the whole species. Mink, fox, 


bobcat, and lynx farm liberations are not only a blow 
to a fur farmers’ profits, but also a boost to North 
America’s ravaged environment. With an absence of 
natural predators , prey populations often explode 
causing undue harm to their environment. By releas- 
ing fur farm prisoners, liberators are guardians of 
healthy eco- systems. 

Before one single animal abuser can argue the merits 
of a captive fur animal’s impact on the natural envi- 
ronment, they must first address the overall impact 
the whole domestic livestock industry has had on 
the earth. It is no coincidence that the number one 
reason behind predator eradication is the protec- 
tion of politically powerful livestock interests. Still it 
remains that for the mink nations of North America 
the shortest path on the road to animal liberation lies 
from the opened cage to the outlying guard fence. 
Now it is time for liberators across the continent to 
follow the lead of the A.L.F. in British Columbia, 
Washington, Utah, Wisconsin, Tennessee, New York, 
and Minnesota and take action to liberate the four- 
legged prisoners from the war on nature. 

Until all fur farm prisoners are free Open the 


and boldface lies. They point their 
fingers with blood stained hands. There 
is no defensible case for the taking of 
innocent life. Furthermore, there is no 
defensible argument against militant 
intervention to prevent this atrocity. 
When mink are no longer kept 4 to a 
small wire cage, when chickens are no 
longer kept packed in battery cages, 
when we stop calling dead animals food, 
when the blood stops spilling - these 
actions outside the law will no longer be 
needed. Until then, we will be tearing up 
fences, breaking down walls, and open- 
ing cages to free the animals. Terrorism 
against non-human animals will be met 
with liberation. In this struggle for life 
against greed, compassion over sadism, 
our only recourse is to ignore laws and 
risk our freedom to save lives. Were you 
in a cage, whose side would you be on? 

- A.L.F” 


Cages!!! 


A.L.F Communique 
Scott Nelson Mink Farm Raid. Ellsworth IA 
October 16th. 2001 

A.L.F. Communique 
Re-liberation or all recaptured mink Tour days later 

October 20th. 2001 

“Fences surrounding the farm were cut 
away, every cage opened, and 2000 mink 
ran to freedom. These animals were 
kept 3 and 4 to a small wire mesh cage. 
Their rescue came at the final hour, only 
a month from a violent death in the 
pelting season. Captive- bred mink are 
closely related to their wild ancestors 
and have been shown to retain survival 
instincts when released - ensuring these 
liberated prisoners will live and thrive. 
The fur industry will move to condemn 
this action, using misleading half-truths 

“The first time we visited the Scott Nel- 
son Mink Ranch, we opened every cage 
on the property. We intended to close the 
place down. Unfortunately some of the 
mink were recaptured. To demonstrate 
our complete seriousness regarding the 
freedom of these animals and contempt 
for the people responsible for these hor- 
rible places we, again, visited the fur farm 
and opened every cage on the property. 

We demand these mink are allowed to 
remain free. A.L.F.” 

The next day, the farm announced its closure. 
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t t wss also discussed that certain measures could be 
considered s; o uelp improve security and/oi obcair. evidence should 
anyone else become victims of such illegal releases o* animals 
One area that -•■as discussed concerned the temporary hiring of 
seedritv personnel which was felt to bs beneficia* in that live 
oatrels* durinc the nighttime hours should readily aeteci it 
entraotr was rade in‘Q the mink sheas and thereby r.dpgiUily 
luniuung tn* loss -.0 ths caliche In ad ditio n individuals 
could contact various a Urn -type security companies as it «« 
suggested modifications could be made to perimeter guard fences 
to detect when and if the fence were to be cut affording an 

»r«i tor che «le»*«<i "ink- Additionally. » «WW advmed 

checking into hidden cameras activated with infrared devices 
timing infrared film in order to obtain photographs ot unknown 
subiect Csl engaged ih the process of releasing tue flunk 
illegally It was further advised that the Federal Bureau of 
investigation (FBI) in no way is sponsoring or making the 
recommendation tor any particular brand or type of equiprae&t but 
merely that these types of items exist and are readily available 
in supporting catalogs such as CASELtfs which are utilized by 
hunters to take nighttime photographs of wild gams 


[UkUMM, Stilts she and her husband 

as the TWILIGHT MINK FARM. Mrs. BROMM stated, however, that she 
and her husband went out of business in 1990 , basically because 
of the animal rights movement when a lot of customers stopped 
buying fur coats. BROMM reported that RONALD JACOBSON, formerly 
doing business as the L AND R MINK RANCH of rural Story City, 
Iowa, is also out of business, as is also CHRIS HILLPIPRE, 


Ranchers also expressed concerns as to ultimate 
prosecution and types of charges which were ^ly answered by 
District Attorney Mutter and explained that Potential State 
charges could also be duplicated by Federal charges of 
potentially higher significant penalties but no specific Federal 
violations of law were cited. 

On October 29, 1997 r writer received by United Parcel 
Service (DPS) a package of numerous documents and material from 
ROBERT BUCKLER. FUR QOIWSSIOM JJ.Sfc, _«& 
l ?inn&ipoli5 /- ff Th n^o ETSSIOl . telephone number 
the information received - also includes lists of "£«wt amma 
rights activists by name and general criminal advice and 

*rtU» ° £ «* w t “i d ' pccntl ,n 

targeting fur ranchers across the United States- 

Writer was advised by BUCKLER during a telephone 
ecuvereacim of o^« i«ll»idu*U b«m the couotty t&at c«W 
be helpful in identification o£ eLF .nem^e.s “* ... 
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The editor(s) of The Final Nail III would like to credit the failures of the following: 

*Those liberators who turned their back on every non-human prisoner through the hedonism of meat eating. 
*Jacob Ferguson, Justin Samuel and every government informant for giving the devil yet a few more human 
faces. 

* And the FBI for keeping it interesting. 

The editor(s) of The Final Nail III would like to credit the triumphs of the following: 

* Those who have given us the most important moments of our lives through their comradeship and selfless- 
ness; standing by our side in the dead of night as we risked it all for total liberation. 
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at that location, LANGER stated that h 1 ° wri a mink farm 

20,000 animals and 3 total loss coaid his farm has appro*i mately 
1053 could be as much a 51,000,000. 



INTERVIEW WITH A MINK LIBERATOR 

CONVERSATION WITH AN ACTIVIST CONVICTED OF RELEASING MINK IN 1997. 

REPRINTED FROM WAR MACHINE #1 


How many Midwest farms did you 
surveil during the fall of 1997? 

Between 35 and 50. We traveled east- 
ward across Montana, South Dakota, 
Iowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. We 
spent the daytime driving past farms 
and the nighttime on them. We walked 
the sheds of every manner of farm, 
from single sheds to farms imprison- 
ing 80,000 mink. We walked the Fraser 
Fur Farm compound and stared in 
the eyes what may have been more 
lynx than existed in the wild in the 
entire state of Montana. We encoun- 
tered masked scarecrows with signs 
reading “A.L.F. Stay Away”. We were 
chased from farms on foot on more 
than one occasion, and by cars from 
several more. We looked at a lot of 
farms, many of which have been hit 
in the years since. It brings me im- 
measurable pleasure to read of farms 
I visited, whose captives I had to leave 
behind, being raided years later. I 
hope Fm alive to see the day one or 
both of the Zimbal mink farms (WI) 
has every cage opened. 

We received a tremendous amount 
of information on the farms we 
surveilled via the discovery process 
of my legal case. Dozens of pages of 
confiscated notes we had taken on 
farms were turned over; in addition 
to numerous police reports listing 
often detailed information on, and 
addresses of, fur farms in areas where 
we were accused of actions. I believe 
all the fur farmers who wrote my 
judge asking for the harshest possible 
sentence were not aware photocopies 
of their letterhead and (unpublished) 
return addresses were turned over 
directly to my lawyer. Again, as with 
raids that are carried out in the wake 
of an arrest, we see it doesn’t pay for 
an industry to encourage the impris- 
onment of animal liberators. 

What was your intention with this 
campaign? 

To get as many animals out of those 
cages as we could before pelting sea- 
son. The fact that some of the farms 
shut down was an unanticipated yet 


welcome side effect. 

Describe this period (1996 to 1998) 
of underground activism against the 
fur industry. 

An anecdote to illustrate the pace 
at which farms were getting raided 
from 1996 to 1998: We had discussed 
surveilling farms in Idaho, including 
one in Preston ID. We decided against 
it, and did not visit any farms until 
Montana. We would later read that 
literally the night we were to have 
visited that farm, every one of its 5,000 
mink were released by individuals un- 
known. Later, when we received the 
various police reports from that pe- 
riod it was revealed there were others 
surveilling farms in the same three- 
state area, sometimes visiting the 
same farms we had only a day apart. 
That three groups were out simultane- 
ously seeking farms to raid illustrates 
the momentum at the time. Had we 
sustained this pace, there would be no 
U.S. fur industry today. 

Talk about how you located fur 
farms. Were all farms you visited 
listed in The Final Nail? Did you 
draw from other sources? 

The Final Nail was a starting point. To 
this day it is the best resource for fur 
farm addresses, although it has many 
gaps. To locate unknown farms, and 
find street addresses for those where 
only a “rural route” address was 
listed, we had to call on our creativ- 
ity. This pre-dated the internet as we 
know it, and hard-copy material was 
our sole resource. The sources from 
which we drew the most info: local 
phone directories, business directories 
at the library, and agricultural survey 
maps at university libraries. Above 
them all, fur industry trade publica- 
tions like Fur Rancher provided the 
most leads. And then there were those 
farms we found by turning down “Fur 
Farm Road”. Sometimes they hide in 
plain sight. 

What did you look for in choosing 
one farm to raid over another? 


We looked at many farms, and 
couldn’t hit them all. There were fea- 
tures we looked for which disqualified 
some farms and beckoned us to oth- 
ers, which I will leave unmentioned to 
avoid giving the fur industry insight 
into the workings of those working to 
rid them from this earth. We should 
be reminded there have been farms 
raided with everything from perim- 
eter security to guard dogs. Activists 
should take from this that “security” is 
only a deterrent if you let it be. Farm- 
ers should take from this that when 
animal liberators have you in their 
sights, cash in your chips because 
you’re getting raided either way. 

What did you do with the car while 
you were surveilling or raiding 
farms? Did you have a driver, or did 
you park? 

Parking is an exercise in creativity. 
Cornfields, farm service roads, nearby 
non-residential buildings, and any 
place that will not arouse suspicion 
are all options. 

Having a driver would be sensible in 
an extreme case where parking was 
an impossibility. There are too many 
variables that could necessitate quick 
and premature flight from the premis- 
es to chance having to wait for pickup 
from a circling driver. We parked 
every time. 

Talk about removing fencing. How 
did you remove the fences sur- 
rounding a farm to allow the mink 
an escape route? 

There is no correlation between the 
apparent fortitude of a fence and the 
ease with which it can be dismantled. 
Often the most intricately constructed 
fences are held together by only a few 
pieces of wire affixed to posts. When 
the wire is cut, the entire fence falls. 
Generally a small pair of wire cutters 
is sufficient, with larger bolt cutters 
sometimes being necessary. We took 
down 400 feet of fence in Medford in 
less than 20 minutes with fewer than 
50 cuts. 


What equipment did you bring to 
the farms? 

Dark clothes, facial covering, gloves, 
headlamp with red screen (making it 
barely visible at a distance), bolt cut- 
ters, and wire cutters. That’s it. 

Is there anything you wish you had 
used which would have made the ac- 
tion safer or more effective? 

With all actions, as in life, I believe 
low-tech and streamlined is best. Trust 
your senses and work with the abso- 
lute minimum needed to accomplish 
the goal. 

That said, the complications that came 
from our policy to always be in eye- 
shot of each other on the farm could 
have been avoided with radio contact. 
For that reason, I would see no good 
argument against using radios during 
an action. We never procured radios 
for the simple reason that we were 
short on money and the animals were 
short on time. 

Describe a mink shed. 

One to four rows, partially walled, 
with a very crude saloon-style door, 
if any. There is not much to it. When 
you’ve made it that far, the hardest 
part is behind you. 

Are there any security precautions 
you encountered at the farms (secu- 
rity guards, cameras, alarms, etc)? 

In the 35 to 50 farms we visited dur- 
ing the fall of 1997, 1 saw one video 
camera and no alarms. In the farms 
I’ve visited in the Northwest, I’ve seen 
over 10 farms with perimeter security 
and several with video cameras. Thus 
there are serious regional differences 
in security. The perimeter alarms 
I’ve encountered are invisible beams, 
which, most of the time, can be rolled 
under. I would suspect there is close 
to zero chance cameras on a farm are 
monitored overnight, and would not 
consider them a deterrent. 

Is the opening of the cages self-ex- 
planatory? 

It’s always self-explanatory but never 
consistent. Latch styles are numerous. 
In addition to simple latches, there are 
nesting boxes which are most often re- 
movable and provide the best option 


for mink to escape. Occasionally cages 
are wired shut individually, easily 
remedied with wire cutters. 

Other than your conspiracy charge, 
you plead guilty to an explicit per- 
petrator role in releasing 2,500 mink 
from a Medford, Wisconsin farm. 
What can you tell us about this ac- 
tion? How long did it take, and what 
were the obstacles? 

Medford WI was at one time known 
as “Mink Capital USA” (while still a 
contender, the title today would likely 
go to Morgan, UT). There are several 
farms in or around downtown, and at 
least a dozen in Medford and outlying 
areas (some may have closed in the 
years since). The house was a safe dis- 
tance from the sheds, and altogether 
there were no obstacles to speak of. 
The entire action took one hour. 

In light of the numbers you give in 
your talks, that 2 people can release 
1000 animals in 15 minutes, what do 
you feel are the reasons behind the 
abundance of small mink releases in 
which only 1 to 200 mink are freed? 

I know exactly what this is because 
I almost fell victim to it. None of the 
available literature forewarned of the 
decibel level created by even a few 
dozen mink given their first taste of 
freedom. When you’re in someone’s 
backyard at lam, and being detected 
means going to prison, if you’re not 
prepared the wall of noise it can be an 
immediate cause for flight. The fear 
dissipated the first time I left a farm 
and became aware that what is deaf- 
ening inside a shed is almost inaudible 
just 25 yards away. 

There are certainly other reasons for 
aborted raids, such as discovery by 
farmers, which has been known to 
happen. Relative to just 20 years ago, 
there are only a handful of farms left 
and I would hope animal liberators 
would invest the preparation time to 
ensure they release 10,000 animals 
over finding themselves unprepared 
and leaving after releasing only 10. 

What lessons can we learn from the 
past 10+ years of fur farm libera- 
tions? What have been our mis- 
takes? 

Mistakes: Not maintaining the mo- 
mentum of the mid-to-late-90s that 


would have brought the end of the 
U.S. fur industry. And squandering 
risk-exposure on periphery targets 
(such as fur stores) in areas where 
farms or infrastructure targets are 
within a day’s drive. A mink release 
on the right farm will be a much less 
risky endeavor than breaking the 
windows of a fur store. This is less a 
criticism than a call to cater every ac- 
tion for maximum impact. 

Did you issue communiques for 
your actions? 

We issued no communiques. There 
are pros and cons to issuing com- 
muniques, and for live liberations, I 
see more pros than cons. Generally I 
think communiques are a necessary 
element to any large-scale, successful 
action. Whatever our reasons at the 
time, we did not make any claims of 
responsibility and were focused solely 
on getting to the next farm. There was 
a plan to issue a communique after 
leaving the Midwest, making public all 
the intelligence gathered during our 
investigation of farms - from unknown 
addresses to farm layout and more. 
These notes were confiscated by the 
FBI during the seizure of our vehicle, 
and this information was never made 
public. 

Among fur industry actions you 
were not a part of, which stand out 
as most impressive, and what can 
we learn from them? 

The examples of multiple raids tak- 
ing place back-to-back, such as the 5 
raids that took place in 10 days during 
August of 1998. Anyone who thinks 
fur farmers are on too high alert now 
to successfully empty their farms 
should take note there is no farmer on 
higher alert than one within 3 hours 
drive of a farm that had been raided 
the night before. Yet still liberators 
have still slipped in, released animals, 
and slipped out undetected. We should 
have an evidentiary basis for our 
fears, not vague assumptions rooted in 
a default-bias towards the path of least 
resistance. 

Offer your analysis of the direction 
mink and fox releases should take 
in the future. 

Bigger raids and more of them. There’s 
nothing more to say. 


Fur Farm Adddresses 

Fur farm addresses have been removed from this 
abridged edition. Since The Final Nail #3 was released 
in 2008, over 1 00 new fur farm addresses have come 
to light. 

For the most up to date fur farm addresses, we rec- 
ommend: 
www.finalnail.com 


a CALL OF THE WILD 


Written on the eve of the raid on Oregon State University's 
Experimental Fur Farm- 

Let it be recognized that the Earth, and all life upon it, is under 
massive attack by human forces that would destroy all of nature for 
the sake of economic, and personal gain. We are at the most 
critical stage of ecological destruction in human history, with 
every form of indigenous non-human, and human life threatened with 
continued exploitation, and biological extinction. 

If the animal nations, and the land they live in to survive, then 
we must act now. 

Hundreds are murdered every minute, thousands every hour, and 
millions of animals are slaughtered everyday. All for the meat we 
eat, the leather and fur we wear, and the countless other by- 
products fed to our society by the earth-destroying industries 
involved in animal abuse. The reasons behind predator control, and 
over-grazing, are to protect the interest of the livestock 
industry. We know the facts, and even who is doing it, now is the 
time when direct action speaks louder than words. 

Over the last fifteen years, the Animal Liberation Front has 
maintained an active role in covertly challenging the institutions 
of animal abuse, and also environmental destruction. The Animal 
Liberation Front has rescued thousands of animals from vivisection 
laboratories and suppliers, factory-farms, fur-farms, and other 
places where they were being imprisoned, and tortured. The Animal 
Liberation Front has also caused tens of millions of dollars of 
damage to property being used to destroy life, by continuing an 
effective campaign of "economic sabotage". But this is not enough! 

In order to topple the infrastructure of animal exploitation it is 
necessary to launch a full-scale guerilla war against animal, and 
earth abuse industries. Unlike any other war, the war fought by 
the Animal Liberation Front in the last fifteen years, has been one 
where life is the highest value, not real estate, or political 
power. It is a struggle where we retain a moral high ground above 
our enemies because we attack only the machines and property of 
destruction, and not those that operate them. To justify the 
destruction of life, is to forfeit our call for respect of all 
life. The defense of nature and animals can be attained without 
more killing. The full benefits of economic sabotage have yet to 
be tapped by the animal, and environmental movements. 

It is time to continue the re-evolutionary process that will spare 
natural diversity, and non-human beings from the remorseless path 
of modern society. It is time to be acknowledged as a part of the 
solution, not a part of the problem. There is no more middle of 
the road, or fence to sit on any longer. It is time to abandon our 
biological prejudice, and speciesism that prevents us from risking 
our own freedom to obtain that of an imprisoned sister or brother. 



If we truly believe in an affinity with all life on Earth, then let 
us now defend it by all means necessary. 

There can be no true freedom as long as one of our non-human family 
members is imprisoned by the power of human-kind. The destiny of 
the Earth is in our own hands. We can choose to spend our precious 
time and energy on mild reforms, and temporary victories, or we can 
strive for total liberation of the animal nations by refusing to 
accept the ineffective avenues of change that governments offer us. 
We must never expect the power-structure to release its strangle- 
hold on nature and animal-kind voluntarily. Nor can we expect to 
liberate the animal nations through the sanctioned methods of the 
very institutions that oppress them. 

It has been one-hundred and twenty years since human tribes 
aggressively challenged the United States Government to defend 
animal life. Unfortunately for Western North America, and all that 
lived upon her, that battle was lost. But the struggle has just 
begun again. In the spirit of the buffalo, prairie wolf, and 
laboratory rat, we must organize an effective underground movement 
that can maintain a relentless campaign of economic sabotage 
against the anti-life corporations that mutilate animals, and 
ravage their homelands. we must continue our attacks, and strike 
repeatedly until the anti-nature forces are beaten down from their 
dominating platform of oppression. 

For too long we have tried to reach the hearts of the heartless, 
while our sisters, and brothers have continued to fall. We have 
appealed for peace on every level governments have offered us. 
Always with the same disappointing results. We can no longer 
compromise the lives of those we have no right to represent at the 
bargaining table of anthropocentric society. There is no more time 
to wrestle with philosophies that place animal life below that of 
property. To disregard the sanctity of life is a moral crime, as 
well as a breaking from the laws of nature. There is no longer a 
use for passive resistance, such tactics are only effective against 
an opposition that respects life. There is only time for 
aggressive self-defense of the innocent victims of human greed, and 
patriarchy. 

The genocidal war being waged against the Earth, and all that live 
upon her, is unjustifiable, and unacceptable to human beings that 
still embrace compassion, and freedom as higher values than 
material wealth, and power. It is very important to recognize in 
our struggle, that the forces that exploit the Earth, and animals, 
have amassed too much power, and authority, in order to fight them 
overtly. We must not offer our own lives as fodder for the police. 
They have all the guns, and money, but we have the spirit of nature 
on our side and sabotage must be the Earth's revenge. 



This is only one human voice from the front-lines of the war to 
protect animals, and defend the Earth. There are few of us, and 
many of them. We are tired, and grow weary. We desperately need 
others to fight the struggle, or the Animal Liberation Front will 
exist only as a memory, like the native riders of the Great 
Plains . 

As is the case with many other members of the Animal Liberation 
Front, I am ready to die for the defense of our Mother Earth. We 
will not escape the clutches of the government forever. For this 
reason, we must recruit new members if we are to turn the tide of 
animal exploitation. This is a call to those who can no more turn 
away from the cries for freedom emitting from every research 
laboratory, factory-farm, fur-farm, circus, and wilderness . A call 
to individuals who can no longer tolerate the screams of pain from 
our non-human sisters, and brothers. You are the Animal Liberation 
Front and the animal nations need you. 

Do not send money to ease your conscience, do not attend more 
police monitored demonstrations, and do not write letters to 
political waste-paper baskets. 

Instead organize, stratagize, and act now. Locate friends that you 
trust that feel the same way you do, then keep your mouth shut. 
Remember, one individual can make a difference, and a group of 
people can change the world. Do not look for romantic adventure, 
or self-gratification in this struggle. In autonomy is the birth 
of true personal liberation. There will be rewards, and they will 
be beyond your wildest imaginations. They will come as you fight 
for freedom with others in the night. They will come everytime a 
fur shop you strike goes out of business, everytime an animal you 
liberate runs free, and everytime an animal concentration camp you 
torch burns to the ground. 

There will come a time when we ourselves begin to fall, when we are 
the imprisoned animal behind bars. It will not be the first time 
someone is imprisoned because of their adherence to the laws of 
nature. Then is when we must remember that whatever happens to us 
in a jail cell, is little compared to the torture inflicted upon 
animals by industry, and government. With good security, and 
common sense, we can deny the opposition a victory over us, and the 
Earth. We can remain free. It has been seven years since my first 
Animal Liberation Front action. Governments cannot imprison ideas, 
and spirit, neither can they squash the voice for freedom, and 
struggle for justice for all. To government, nothing is more 
dangerous than a people that rise above their control, and empower 
themselves with the self-confidence to act against state-sponsored 
terrorism. 



We must also discover that liberation is a process that begins with 
ourselves. It must be your first Animal Liberation action. It 
will come as you question, and reject the guidelines and laws of 
our society forced on us since birth. Values and beliefs that have 
only served to breed apathy, and insensitivity to the crimes being 
committed daily around us. Rules of society that have allowed so 
much death and destruction to continue against the Earth, animals, 
and ultimately, ourselves. We must instead strive to live with one 
another in a non-oppressive, life-respecting way that allows for us 
to rediscover all that the Earth offers us if we only choose to 
listen. Listen to the language that others have forgotten, and 
what others have attempted to destroy. 

I do not speak for myself only, but try to also speak on behalf of 
those without a voice. Through the years I have seen their eyes 
behind the wire, and have witnessed their agony in death. It is a 
very real tragedy, what we do to our fellow beings on Earth. 
Rather than hate ourselves because of what our species has done, we 
must show the animal nations that all of human-kind is not evil. 
We must make our own lives an example of how peaceful coexistence 
can become a reality. It all starts with you. The strength of a 
small group of people is limitless when we start to break free. 

As we raid Oregon State University's Experimental Fur Farm tonight 
we will see hundreds of animals in cramped cages that will be 
killed this November. We will try to save some of them. For the 
rest, I will beg of you to throw down your petitions, and pick-up 
your pry-bars. Membership in the Animal Liberation Front begins 
with your first "illegal" direct action on behalf of animals. 

Animal liberation is literally only a stone's throw away, it must 
spread to your local butcher shop, fur salon, and chicken farm. 
May the flames of animal liberation engulf every structure 
representing animal and Earth abuse. The Animal Liberation Front 
must never die, for if it does, the hopes of freedom for billions 
of animals will be forever drowned in the business as usual 
attitude of the animal abuse industries. 

For the women, and men of the Animal Liberation Front, I call on 
you to join us as warriors of a new society, one that will include 
all species in our global community. A place where the cry of the 
coyote, and song of the whale mean as much as the voice of any 
human. May we rescue natural diversity and all animals that belong 
in it, from ecological genocide at the hands of patriarchal 
domination. Be driven not by anger, or frustration, but by love 
and desire to be free in a world where all are equal. 

Western Wildlife Cell Member 

animal Liberation front 



Wear gloves at all times. Never handle equipment that will be 
taken to the site - radio, flashlights, etc - without wearing gloves 
prior to the action. Be mindful of details such as prints on batten 
ies inside flashlights. 


Cameras at farms are not unheard of. Wear facial coverings at all 
times. 


Technology allows anyone to be tracked via their cell phone. 
Turning off the phone does not prevent against this, and time 
will tell if even removing the battery is 100% effective. Safest 
practice is to leave cell phones at home. Police agencies now have 
the ability to turn cell phones into microphones remotely, and 
monitor all conversations within earshot of a phone - even when 
it is turned off. Cell phones are a major liability to any clandes- 
tine activity and should be kept far away from the planning and 
execution of an action. 

Tool Marks 

Tool mark analysis linking wire cutters to cut fences at 
farms was the main evidence used against Peter Young 
and Justin Samuel. Tools should never be used for 
more than one action, and should be discarded a 
safe distance from the scene after use. 


*Empty pockets of all debris before carrying 
out an action. 

*Clean car thoroughly prior to action to 
ensure no misc. debris falls out when 
the car. 

* Purchase nothing with a credit 
Purchase nothing used 
for the action anywhere 
cash. 

*If in a small town, 
absolutely neces- 
are often very 
*Be mindful 
location 
*Do 






exiting 


card. 



Clothes will retain forensic evidence 
such as mink hair and organic mat- 
after an action, and should 
carded. Shoes will leave y 

and should also be dis- 
shoe tread wear pat- 
person is another 
new shoes should 
Covering shoes 
Keep noth- 
clothing, 


i/ 



ter 

be dis- 

unique prints, 
carded. Studying 
terns unique to each 
investigative tactic, and 
be used for each action, 
socks is a second option, 
after an action - no tools, 
maps, or notes. 



Humans leave a trail of hair everywhere they 
go. Masks must be worn to prevent against 
leaving hair containing DNA that can link 
someone to a crime scene. In Finland, saliva found 
at the scene of a fur farm raid was used to implicate an 
activist. Leave no DNA traces. 

Clean car thoroughly after an action. 


nearby, even with 

stop nowhere unless 
sary - small town residents 
aware of outsiders, 
of soft ground at the parking 
that will leave tire tracks, 
not bring a GPS device or use a 
hide with On Star or other tracking 
service. 

*Do not park your vehicle in view of a 
, surveillance camera if parking in an area where 
cameras are a possibility. 

Communiques 

O Great care should be given to post-raid media work. 

Use anonymous remailers from public computers to email 
' communiques. Remailers are not to be absolutely trusted, and 
attention must be given to the presence of video cameras that 
will capture the image of the person sending the communique. 

If the USPS is used for a communique or photograph/video 
distribution, assemble the package in a clean room with adequate 
gloves (single-layer latex gloves are not sufficient), and sealed with 
a sponge (not saliva). Tape is a magnet for traces of skin and hair 
- use cautiously. No handwriting. Burn all communique drafts, 
including the several layers of paper under the draft that will con- 
tain an imprint. Scrutinize any photo or video to be released for 
visibility of revealing features such as tattoos or eyes. The FBI has 
measured the distance between eyes and pupils to match suspects 
to photos. 

IfeOne Talks, Everyone Walks 

We see through history the greatest threat to evading capture 
is the threat of talk. Ensure everyone in the cell is schooled in 
security culture. Never work with a braggart, drug addict, person 
untested under pressure, or one who exhibits unstable behavior 
or heavily emotion-driven decision making. Never discuss an 
action after the fact - on the phone, over the computer, or in 
person. The Green Scare case has shown that allies can become 
enemies, and talking even in private can have disastrous conse- 
quences. Enact a strict code of silence. 



ACTION SPEAKS 


FUR FARM SECURITY IN THE 2000s 








ince the fire storm of mink releases in the 
1990s, which saw dozens of farms raided and 
farms shut down forever, fur farmers have taken 
steps to increase security. As has been proven 
consistently, security precautions have not pre- 
vented animal releases year after year, and farms 
with sophisticated security systems have been 
successfully emptied. Rick Aritolla of Aritolla 
Mink Ranch reported his farm had a sophisticat- 
ed security system in place before raiders released 
10,000 mink in 1997. 

meat 

Fences charged with electricity are not uncom- 
mon. Generally only one or a small number of 
wires are charged and can be avoided. An- 
other potential threat is tamper-sensitive fences 
which alert the farmer if a fence is being cut or 
disturbed, however there have been no known 
reports of any such fences being installed. As 
with all concerns over an invisible-yet-potential 
threat, one can carry out the action that would 
trigger the alarm, then retreat to await a response. 
If there is no response, it can be presumed there 
is no alarm. 


Common in the Northwest, and less so in the 
Midwest; these alarms often take the form of 
boxes affixed to posts placed in the corner of 
farms. The boxes transmit an invisible field which, 
when crossed, triggers the alarm (either silent or 
audible). Fields can be fan or beam shaped. With 
the latter, dropping to the ground and rolling 
under the beam has proven successful. 


The occasional farm will have a dog loose among 
the sheds. Effective approaches for managing 
loud or threatening animals will vary by situ- 
ation. Optimally, dogs can be corralled into a 
sectioned-off area during an action. 


Occasionally farms have video cameras. Farmers 
have also been advised by police to install still or 
video cameras triggered by motion. 


curr 

Larger farms have been known to hire overnight 
security guards, particularly during pelting sea- 
son. This is cost-prohibitive for the average farm, 
yet sufficient reconnaissance should be employed 
before advancing on a larger farm to ensure no 
one is on site. Remember there is nothing that 
cant be circumvented with enough craft. 


One attempted deterrent seen in recent years 
is the false claim of closure. At least two farms 
claiming to have been closed in the media 
have since been revealed to be open. Trust no 
unsubstantiated media or fur farmer reports that 
a farm is out of business. 


Photoelectric motion sensors. Advertising 
literature reads: “Create a fence you can ’t 
even see. ” 
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A.L.F. Communique 
401 animals liberated from the University of Iowa 
November 14th. 2004 


A.L.F. Communique 
21 mice liberated from Louisiana State University 
April 22nd, 2005 


A.L.F. Communique 
115 chickens liberated from IWerial Labs, Berlin IWD 
February 27th, 2003 


The Animal Liberation Front is claiming responsibility for the liberation of 401 animals 
from the University of Iowa in the early hours of November 14th, 2004. All animals 
on the third floor of the UI psychology department — 88 mice and 313 rats — were re- 
moved, examined and treated by a sympathetic veterinarian, and placed in loving homes. 

Additionally, two animal labs and three vivisector’s offices were entered and all contents 
relating to animal research were destroyed. 


4th Floor - Spence Labs: 

Vivisector EdWasserman’s lab entered. Dozens of computers and devices used in experi- 
ments on live pigeons were destroyed. 

Basement - Spence Labs: 

Lab of vivisector Mark Blumburg and others entered. Surgical equipment and small 
animal stereotaxic devices, as well as “shock boxes” and other instruments of torture 
destroyed. 

4th Floor - Seashore Hall 

Primate researcher Joshua Rodefer’s office entered. Computer discs, hard drives, pa- 
perwork and photos showing Rodefer’s work confining drug addicted primates in small 
glass boxes removed. The remaining paperwork detailing his monstrous work addicting 
primates and rats to narcotics was soaked in add and the computer destroyed. 

1st Floor - Seashore Hall 

Primate researcher Amy Poremba’s office entered. Computers destroyed, documents 
removed, and the remainder soaked in add. 

This raid was carried out to halt the barbaric research of the UI Psychology 
Department’s 7 primary animal researchers: Professors Poremba, Freeman, Blumburg, 
Johnson, Robinson, Rodefer andWasserman. 

This was not thoughtless vandalism but a methodical effort to cripple the UI psychology 
department’s animal research. Only equipment in rooms where animals were confined 
and tortured were targeted. Only computers belonging to or used in the work of 
vivisedors were destroyed. Only documents of animal researchers waere doused in add. 
The acid a deliberately chosen paper dissolving agent. Our goal is total abolition of all 
animal exploitation. Achieved in the short term by delivering the 401 animals from UI’s 
chamber of hell. And in the extended term by shutting down the labs through the erasing 
of research and equipment used in the barbaric pradice of vivisection. The entire raid 
was a careful and deliberate 5-pronged assault on UI’s animal research. 

Behind the laboratory doors we found drug addided rats, rats subjected to stress experi- 
ments involving loud noise, rats undergoing thirst experiments, unanesthetized rats with 
protruding surgical staples and oozing wounds, and mice and rats affixed with grotesque 
head implants. Inside the labs of UI’s Psych Department, we found a bloody torture 
chamber showcasing the crudest whims of our earth’s sickest minds. Professors Free- 
man, Poremba, Rodefer, Johnson, Robinson, Blumburg, andWasserman are monsters. 
Tonight 401 animals are spared their reach. 

Our deepest sadness is reserved for the animals on the 4th Floor kept from our arms, 
those we were unable to save, including hundreds of mice and rats, pigeons, guinea pigs, 
and 8 primates. 


No animals w 
homes. 


e released into the wild. All 401 were placed in comfortable, loving 


We acted as operatives not only of compassion, but good science. Animal research is not 
only cruel but hazardous — as data derived from the animal models is not applicable to 
humans and therefore dangerous. 

Our bypassing of UI’s sophisticated, key card-access, 4-walled security system (perim- 
eter, elevator, corridor, animal room) should be interpreted as a two-fold message: 

1) Our utter seriousness in achieving animal liberation. 

2) If you torture animals we will not be stopped from liberating them. 

On the ears of these monsters who know only profit and blood, who hide behind unjust 
laws, our breath has been wasted. Justice for the victims of vivisection will be achieved 
not by the blows of boycott nor protest — but of our sledgehammers to laboratory doors. 


Let this message be clear to all who victimize the innocent: We’ri 
drill, or crowbar — we’re coming through your door. 


Stop or be stopped. 


watching. And by a: 



In celebration of World Week for Animals in Laboratories the Animal Lib- 
eration Front is claiming responsibility for the liberation of 2 1 mice from 
Louisiana State University in the early hours of April 22nd, 2005. 

Breaking through a vent in a side door, animals on the seventh floor of the 
LSU Biology Department building-- 21 mice -- were removed, examined 
and treated by a sympathetic veterinarian, and placed in loving homes. 

No animals were released into the wild. All 2 1 were placed in comfort- 
able, loving homes. 

LSU’s Animal Cruelty Facility lab was also vandalized in addition to giving 
2 1 mice new lives free from torture, solitude and suffering. Aquariums 
were smashed, windows broken and paint stripper poured on outer walls. 
Spraypaint was used for slogans and further vandalism of the labs, and the 
locks were glued on doors to any rooms that housed no animals. 

Our deepest sadness is reserved for the animals on the 7th Floor kept 
from our arms, those we were unable to save, including hundreds of mice, 
dozens of rats, birds, rabbits, and turtles. The cold solitude of the cage and 
the deafening silence of sterile, windowless laboratory rooms on the top 
floor of a building, with no chance to interact in the outside world or with 
one another is torture enough. Add to that the despicable cruelty of those 
human beings who’ve shown no compassion for the screams from animals 
in their never-ending, painful experiments and you can see where our 
sadness, and our anger, comes from. 

We acted as operatives not only of compassion, but good science. Animal 
research is not only cruel but hazardous -- as data derived from the animal 
models is not applicable to humans and therefore dangerous. 

Our aim in inflicting as much economic damage as possible is to drive up 
the cost of animal experimentation until this sadistic psuedo-science is no 
longer economically feasible. 

Our aim in liberating animals should be obvious. Giving them a new life 
free of the hell that is the LSU ACF. For 2 1 mice, we’ve done that. 

To vivisectors everywhere, you know your profession is one of cruelty and 
unnecessary suffering. 

Stop now or be stopped. 

Always for the animals, 

A.L.F. 


Revolutionary Cells - Animal Liberation Brigade Communique 
Explosion at Chiron. Emeryville CA 
August 28th. 2003 


In the early hours of August 28 th volunteers from the Revolutionary 
Cells descended on the animal killing scum Chiron. We left them 
with a small surprise of 2 pipe bombs filled with an ammonium 
nitrate slurry with redundant timers. This action came about because 
Chiron has continued their murderous connection with Huntingdon 
Life Sciences even though they have been exposed numerous times as 
some of the most egregious animal killers in the industry. 

Chiron, you were asked to sever your ties with HLS, you were told, 
and yet you continued your relations with them. Now it is time for 
you face the consequences of your actions. If you choose to continue 
your relations with HLS you will no longer be subject only to the 
actions of the above ground animal rights movement, you will face 
us. This is the endgame for the animal killers and if you choose to 
stand with them you will be dealt with accordingly. There will be no 
quarter given, no more half measures taken. 

You might be able to protect your buildings, but can you protect the 
homes of every employee? 

From palestine to euskal herria, from the jungles of Colombia to 
northern ireland, the struggle will continue until all of the oppres- 
sive institutions are destroyed! 

For animal liberation through armed struggle, the Revolutionary 
Cells- -Animal Liberation Brigade 


. 



In the early morning hours of February 27, 2003, the ALF liberated 115 
chickens from Merial Select Laboratory (10026 Main Street, Berlin, MD, 
21811, Phone 4 1 0 64 1 - 2060 , Fax 4 1 0 64 1 -0768) 

In the midst of a snowstorm, we made our way to the animal housing units. 
Using crowbars and boltcutters, we bypassed the alarmed doors by prying 
and cutting our way through the window panes and wire mesh. After crawling 
into several barns, we loaded 115 baby chicks into carriers and brought them 
to safety. They have been taken to temporary housing to live in a period of 
isolation to ensure that the possible diseases they have been infected with do 
not spread to others. Afterwards, they will be moved to permanent homes 
to live freely. 

Merial Labs will tell you their research into new vaccines is “helping” animals. 
The truth is, they are creating vaccines to maximize an animal’s life inside a 
factory farm in order to increase profits from the commodification of life. 
Countless animal research facilities commit their atrocities in Maryland, 
but Merial was targeted specifically because they are a client of Huntingdon 
Life Sciences. Any friend of HLS is an enemy of the ALF. We know who their 
clients are. We are out there, and you’re next. 

Until all are free. . . 

The Animal Liberation Front 


Anonymous Communique 
Uflice break-in at Seaboard Securities. HLS client 
December 30th. 20U4 


Last night we broke into the offices of Seaboard Securities (HLS market 
maker) inTequesta, Florida (17713 SE Federal Highway, Ste 100). We 
emptied a file cabinet of its files, and smashed several computer monitors 
and a television. 

Here’s a message to Kevin, Dennis, Cristian, Adam, Guy and the rest of 
the Seaboard Securities staff: we now know where you live; we will not 
hesitate to take this fight to your doorstep if you continue to do business 
with Huntingdon Life Sciences. 

FBI believes suspect 
in East Bay bombings 
has gone underground 

By Dana IU 

Mercury Seat 

Animal rights activist Rod Coronado had been on the 
nin for neaity three years when he was arrested in 1994 
on an Indian reservation. Agents had tracked his move- 
ments across the country based on phone records, some 


_ tin 

the case of Daniel Andreas San Diego, the 25-year-old 
suspect in the bombing of two East Bay companies 
with ties to a firm that tesu product on animals. 

Nearly a month after the FBI issued a warrant for 
his arrest, authorities believe San Diego may have 

totK^ne thatiSbw^^ronado to hickBut as cases 
like Coronado's show, if fellow activists provide food, 













Roesler Bros. Fur Farm 
Sultan WA 

10,000 mink released 2003 



Arritola Mink Ranch 
Mount Angel OR 
10,000 mink released 1997 



Utah Fur Breeders Co Op 
Sandy UT 

Destroyed by fire 1997 



River Jordan Mink Ranch Klinger Farms 

Lehi UT Chippewa Falls WI 

Largest mink farm in the U.S. 


Fraser Farms 
Ronan MT 

Largest lynx farm in the U.S. 


LET THIS RAID BE A CALL TO ACTION. IT IS TIME FOR ALL THOSE WHO OPPOSE 
NEEDLESS SUFFERING TO START THE ATTACK. THIS IS THE THIRD FUR FARM RAID 
IN THE MIDWEST THIS WEEK, LET’S MAKE THIS ONLY THE BEGINNING. BY BRICK, 
BOLTCUTTERS, OR FIRE, THIS IS THE DAWN OF LIBERATION. 

THE ONLY THINGS SEPARATING LIFE FROM DEATH FOR THE MINK IN THESE DENS 
OF SUFFERING ARE A LATCH ON A CAGE AND YOUR OWN FEAR. 

NOW IS THE TIME FOR ACTIVISTS WHO ARE UNWILLING TO RISK THEIR FREE- 
DOM FOR THE ANIMALS TO QUESTION THEIR OWN DEDICATION AND CONVICTION. 


- from the AX*E communique claiming responsibility for the release of 
3,000 mink from the Isebrands Fur Farm; Jewell IA, August 21st 1998 












